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e President George W. Bush was reelected as the 43rd President of the United States over 
Democratic challenger, Massachusetts United States Senator John F. Kerry. 


e Kerry conceded in a phone call to Bush at 11:00 A.M E.T 


Electoral Vote: Bush: 286 
Kerry: 251 


Popular Vote: Bush:62,040,610 
Kerry:59,028,444 
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live pictures once again the townhouse of uh john kerry and teresa hines carry on beacon hill not far from uh 
the location of the concession speech and i believe that could have been theresa hines carry there on her on 
cell phone there but can't say for certain uh about three to five minutes away is this location you're looking 
inside faneuil hall built in 1742 the cradle of the revolution there's john kerry making his way to the 
motorcade and down the hill he will go to make that speech uh very shortly we expect it uh right around 2 
p.m but given the fact that we're seeing well he's going back in he might have forgotten something 
nevertheless obviously he is about to move in that direction and given the fact that it is a short distance away 
we're going to send it back to new york and wolf blitzer wolf thanks very much miles this is a beacon hill the 
home of john kerry theresa heinz carry there's a lot of history in this home uh not only history involving the 
the house but it was this house and jeff greenfield's here with us he put a mortgage up in this house early on 
when the when that run for the democratic nomination looked pretty bleak he needed some cash and i 
believe it was this house or the one in georgetown that they got the mortgage on this one uh teresa who's 
worth about a billion couldn't give him money legally because it wasn't she was in control of it but he had a 
half interest in the house and under the law he took that half interest mortgage at six million dollars worth to 
make sure that the campaign stayed alive when nobody thought it could so yeah and that and that was when 
he was uh really i think in some of the polls showing he was behind al sharpton uh at a stage here he goes 
he's walking out uh with his wife teresa hines carry waving uh to uh their friends their supporters getting in 
their car to make the short drive over to faneuil hall to deliver what must be the most heartbreaking speech of 
his uh of his life i i can only assume that jeff you know even even people who hold politicians in minimum 
high regard have 
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politicians in minimum high regard have to have some sense of empathy here's a guy who you're quite right 
wolf was running behind al sharpton in the national polls late in 2003 there were kind of lotteries taken on 
when he dropped out he literally risked half six million dollars threw the dice in iowa won it won the 
nomination there were there was this roller coaster ride of uh he's down he's up bad convention great 
debates uh even to the day of election where the exit polls seem to suggest that he was going to win most of 
the battleground states up until about probably six or seven or eight o'clock last night he was convinced he 
was the next president of the united states all of his aides were convinced judy woodruff is joining us as well 
uh especially judy even before the exit polls started coming in the early and mid afternoon yesterday uh the 
final post they thought going into this race if you spoke with top carry advisors they were convinced he was 
going to be the president they really they really were well they were mostly convinced i mean they were 
believing the most optimistic projections wolf about their uh the groups that were working with them groups 
like america coming together and others the labor unions that combined with the carry effort that all these 
people were going to be able to turn out an unprecedented number of voters and push john kerry over the 
top and in fact wolf we've just been told by the kerry people that in ohio they were able to top george bush's 
numbers by something like 200 000 voters bush's numbers in 2000 by another 200 000 people what they 
didn't anticipate was that george w bush was going to go even higher far higher and be able to pull in ohio 
enormous numbers out of the western part of that state in particular so they did they pulled out all the stops 
but the bush people pulled out all the stops and then some the carry motorcade making its way through the 
streets of boston on the way to faneuil hall to deliver the speech we'll talk we're told that john edwards will 
have remarks uh john kerry will have remarks we don't anticipate they will be answering questions at least in 
the immediate in 
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questions at least in the immediate in the immediate moments after their remarks but we will stand by and 
we'll watch to see what happens this is a moment for the democrats as a dem as a party jeff that they have 
to take some stock of where this party stands if they take a longer range look if they if they make the mistake 
of saying gee if we'd only gotten if would only switch 65 000 votes in ohio john kerry would be president they 
would be making a serious mistake in my view they were out polled by three and a half million votes they 
they they lost three or four seats in the senate i think there's one that's still up for grabs they lost seats in the 
house of representatives they have been out of power in the congress now with the with the jim jeffers 
exceptions for 12 straight years they have only succeeded in winning 50 of the popular vote in the 
presidential election once in the last 40 years and they have once again discovered that there are large 
numbers of people in this country judy alluded to the folks in the southwest part of ohio all over the south all 
over rural and small town america and increasingly in suburban america who will not let the democrats in the 
door on policy issues because they for one reason another rightly or only they do not believe the democrats 
understand who they are what they believe in uh and that is a that is a serious long-term problem for the 
party it's a long-term discussion for the democrats because if you start to to give in on the principles that you 
think define the party then do you then do you then turn off some of the very loyal democrats who've been 
with you for years and years and these are some of the hard hard talks they're going to be having to have 
with themselves in the in the weeks to come ii months do you know how much i hate both of you how much 
predictions make my skin crawl but there's a fairly safe one in about 48 hours you're going to hear the 
howard dean supporters say we told you we told you energizing the base is the key not moving to the middle 
and you didn't listen to us and that's why you lost well you could make the counter argument that if howard 
dean or someone like that would have been the democratic nominee the loss would have even been 
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the loss would have even been more substantial you have perfectly summarized the other part of the 
argument we can save everybody now months of arguing at dinner tables i think there's going to be every 
which kind of recrimination you can imagine there's going to be somebody from every corner saying well if 
you'd only done this or if you'd only done that that's to be expected after a loss as heartbreaking as this one 
that's the theme if they'd only they didn't listen to me 500 people say that's why they lost but this is this is 


endemic thanks to our affiliate wevb in boston we're showing the motorcade winding its way through the 
streets of boston to faneuil hall a boston native is joining us john king knows this area quite well happens to 
be on the north lawn of the white house right now john weigh in on this discussion on john kerry a man 
you've covered for many years you understand him about as well as any political reporter does how painful is 
this for him right now obviously it's painful i mean as jeff was just noting he was given up for dead and then 
he waged a spirited comeback in the democratic primaries he's driving now through the city he's just now a 
very short distance from faneuil hall marketplace senator kerry had come back they felt very good about it in 
the end there will be all sorts of second guessing now the liberals will say he should have stayed with the 
base the democratic leadership council crowd will say he should have moved to the middle earlier the bush 
white house believes it did a good job in defining him as a liberal at his last rally in dallas texas monday night 
the president summed it up very succinctly more succinctly on the campaign trail he was in front of cheering 
hometown supporters and he said there's a big difference in this campaign he's a committed liberal i'ma 
compassionate conservative the republicans believe not only did they peel off a few democratic votes not 
many but a few democratic votes by painting senator kerry as a liberal out of the mainstream but that they 
excited their conservative base every day with those lines whether the issue be taxes for economic 
conservatives or as the president campaign talking about a culture of life they believe they were successful 
essentially in rerunning the 1988 campaign and saying you had a conservative against a massachusetts 
liberal which to many republicans especially conservatives is a dirty word judy uh for john kerry teresa hinds 
cary 
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judy uh for john kerry teresa hinds cary john edwards elizabeth edwards uh is this the end of the edwards 
political career the end of the carrie political career can we say that at this very early stage well i think it's 
presumptuous for us to say that on the other hand where does john kerry go from here once you run for 
president i can't imagine that he would would seek the presidency again and john edwards this has hardly 
helped any presidential aspirations he had clearly if john kerry had been elected and served a couple of 
terms john edwards resume would be greatly burnished but he doesn't have that on his resume now he has 
a failed bid for the vice presidency and i think there there are some out there asking uh you know how well 
he ran people who've lost and run again you think about people who won the popular vote or almost did 
richard nixon was okay with a hundred thousand votes of john kennedy in 1968 years later was elected 
president but when you lose by three and a half million votes and you're 61 years old and you've been the 
nominee of your party and and the diagnosis is you were northern liberal who was not a particularly 
empathetic campaigner in the clinton style it's tough he's look he's a senator from massachusetts this is not 
the world's worst job um as for john edwards uh what what's the base john uh we the motorcade has now 
arrived at faneuil hall and you see john kerry and his colleagues his friends his advisors family members 
getting ready to walk in and wolf you're going to hear a great deal of talk from democrats as they watch this 
speech today about how important it is to follow the lessons of presidential politics george w bush was a 
governor ronald reagan was a governor bill clinton was a governor many democrats already looking around 
the landscape saying one of their party's problems in this elections was that they had a weak bench of 
governors the iowa governor tom vilsack comes up amid the early speculation but already beginning 
speculation about the 2008 race they will say just as it was difficult for bob dole to run from the senate it was 
very difficult for john kerry to run as the president would say every day 
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run as the president would say every day away from his record of casting so many votes in the united states 
senate so democrats as they listen to senator kerry bid farewell today they will question his campaign there 
will be debates within the party over what he did right and what he did wrong but the one thing i think 
everybody in both parties would agree on is it is much easier for a governor to run for president than it is a 
member of congress the wolf if ican name one senator whose name is certainly out there it's hillary rodham 
clinton of new york state i mean she uh it's unprecedented for a former first lady to run but she has already 
built up a uh a term in the in in her first term in the senate uh a reputation as somebody who works with 


republicans and uh i think that's a name we're going to hear this is the inside of faneuil hall where john kerry 
and john edwards will be speaking people don't necessarily remember jeff that john kerry will remain in the 
united states senate although john edwards is leaving he's got four years to go this by the way fenwal hall is 
one of the great locations in boston it's quincy market is outside this is one of the places where samuel 
adams not the beer you see ted kennedy senior senator from massachusetts uh coming in a severe setback 
for him he had worked so hard to try to get john kerry a the nomination and then b the presidency if you 
count ted kennedy's primary challenge this is the fourth massachusetts democrat who has sought the 
presidency and failed in the last 25 years ted kennedy paul songas michael dukakis now john kerry no 
aspersions on the people of massachusetts at least they have the boston red sox curse ended but there may 
may invent a new curse uh that you can't be elected president uh you know not since john kennedy can a 
massachusetts democrat be elected president you look at this picture john king what goes through your mind 
standing there in 1988 at that very spot when michael dukakis named lloyd benson the senator from texas as 
his running mate an effort by michael dukakis to get somebody from outside of the northeast the boston 
austin access they called it just like kennedy johnson to try to say that i may be from massachusetts but i will 
represent the 
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massachusetts but i will represent the entire country to find a more centrist running mate in lloyd benson john 
kerry tried much the same a younger more energetic senator in john edwards but they tried to reach out to 
the south to try to diversify the party politically geographically obviously it did not work but it was in that very 
spot where michael dukakis named lloyd benson his running mate back in 1988 my first presidential 
campaign i'm getting old wolf this is also john correct me if i'm wrong where uh senator kerry and governor 
weld held some of their famous debates in 1996 that is correct it is a fabulous spot it's a historical spot in this 
hall it's breathtaking in its history out around it is one of the more fabulous neighborhoods to walk through 
boston you can go one way to the state house and up beacon hill the other way into the north end if you're 
hungry it's just it's a breathtaking part of the city candy crowley is in boston she's been covering the carey 
campaign for us and doing an outstanding job as she always does candy this is the end of this campaign it's 
a it's about to be official i'm thinking right now of a conversation that we had when we did a cnn special on 
john kerry talked to his oldest friend somebody he'd known from grade school who said you know i sat down 
with john a year ago and i said john you've got this beautiful wife she's rich you've got all this money you're a 
u.s senator why would you want to run for president and john kerry said well because i have things i want to 
do and you know the worst that can happen is um that i'm a u.s senator with a beautiful wife and a lot of 
money so that's where he is right now i mean this is a don't cry for him argentina there's a lot that is still 
ahead he has uh the rest of his term to serve out uh they i think the the worst part of this for them is they they 
really believed in that last week um you know the bruce springsteen sort of rock tour that we did and 
madison uh having those uh 80 000 they thought in the streets of madison we went to milwaukee in the final 
days pouring rain very cold big crowd thousands uh standing there waiting for him same at the airport 
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him same at the airport people who stood for three and four and five hours and after a while inside your 
bubble uh you begin to believe that that's what the world looks like so this was really tough uh for them 
because as they moved in they're now saying well we knew ohio was tough we thought it was even but the 
fact is that the feel of this campaign when they got off the plane here in boston yesterday was we're going to 
win this so uh it was a very rough night and i'm sure this is a very rough moment for the senator the man 
candy and to our viewers who's standing in front of the podium there is marvin nicholson a carrier he's 
setting the micro microphone making sure that everything is all set for john kerry and john edwards once they 
finally go out there and make their speeches there was a palpable shift in strategy at least i sensed that 
many others did candy when all the bill clinton strategists and aides were brought in in recent weeks to try to 
jazz up this campaign talk a little bit about that well you know all along we've seen various reincarnations of 
the campaign or at least you know shifts on how they were going to approach this what they wanted to do in 
the final a couple of months of the last six weeks was to focus the campaign the problem was that as much 


as sometimes they would try to turn the corner to domestic issues talk about social security and jobs and the 
economy the issues they thought would play in ohio which they had set their sights on and really felt was 
theirs every time they tried to do that something would happen and it always came back to iraq uh then we 
began we went into that phase where they would see a headline you know today this happened i mean i 
don't know if you remember but the last two weeks of headlines for the president have been awful uh the 
ground in iraq has been terrible all kinds of reports coming out and john kerry would seize on those and and 
incorporate them into his speech that the president was incompetent that he didn't deserve another term that 
he had mismanaged the war wrong war wrong time wrong place so in the end as much as they tried to play 
to their strength 
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play to their strength it came back i think there'll be some second guessing about the rip from the headlines 
uh approach of the campaign they were criticized about that by the republicans who said he doesn't have a 
message every day gets a reason paper he runs out there but they thought it fit into their overall message 
the president's been has run this war incompetently but they could never ever bring it to their turf and they 
knew their turf was the economy and jobs and social security and health care but could never get the 
conversation to focus on that for very long kenny stand by judy uh and jeff when you look at the democratic 
party right now who is the leader of the democratic party in the aftermath of this defeat of john kerry and john 
edwards well technically i suppose you could say it's whoever takes tom daschle's place is the uh the 
minority leader of the senate that's probably going to be harry reid nevada democratic senator harry reid 
who's announced he's going to run and uh we are hearing that he's not going to face any any uh tangible 
opposition but beyond that because we know dick gephardt is retiring from the house beyond that that's it's 
not clear i mean i mentioned hillary clinton a few minutes ago people still look up to bill clinton but he's a 
figure of the past one assumes terry mcauliffe is leaving his job as the head of the party uh so there's no 
there aren't any obvious candidates do you have any obvious candidates no because in the old old days uh 
the nominee of the party was called the titular leader of the party you don't hear that phrase hardly anymore 
for a very good reason uh any party that doesn't have the white house has a problem with leadership if you 
have the congress the way newt gingrich had it under clinton for a couple of years you could point to him but 
i think you know look we've all done this for a while it's in the blood to start picking who's next i think this 
would be at least a 10-day moratorium on going to the next election and for the democrats they got to worry 
a lot more about what they stand for than who's going to leave him john king is at the white house john uh 
the president after he delivers his victory speech 


00:18:00 (https:/www.youtube.com/watch?v=rVk3s YJ3Pso&t=1080s 





after he delivers his victory speech scheduled for 3 p.m eastern over at the reagan center in washington talk 
a little bit about his agenda his itinerary over the coming weeks well the president will give his speech today 
aides are already at work here at the white house on the budget for next year the state of the union address 
and the president's first post-election international trip he will go to chile for the annual asia-pacific economic 
summit there he will see the leaders of china the leaders of russia the leaders of japan other global 
economies some of them including japan a key ally right now on the ground in iraq so the president having 
some economic business some business about the war and the coalition in iraq to tend to right away and 
they say he will quickly get about the business of governing now you mentioned harry reid probably to 
become the democratic leader most here at the white house and i spoke at length with about this with karl 
rove the president's top advisor this morning think there will be a short honeymoon if you will perhaps not the 
exact right term because democrats will see that this president did win a majority he did gain seats in both 
the house and the senate they believe they will have an atmosphere of cooperation at the beginning but 
turning that atmosphere into action will be quite challenging because the president wants to bring together 
democrats and republicans to deal with social security reform but he wants to do things that the democrats 
adamantly oppose the president wants to take new steps toward health care accessibility and affordability 
but he wants to do things the democrats say won't work and so when we get to the substance of what the 
president wants to do we will test what everyone is saying today will be at least initially a bipartisan 


atmosphere and it will be interesting in the early first bush term he reached out to a senator from 
massachusetts named ted kennedy john kerry promised him this morning he would try to help the president 
will this president reach out to john kerry or will he ignore him and try to govern without democratic help that 
will be a key challenge for this president that's alexandra and vanessa carey we're looking at speaking to 
senator kennedy uh the daughters of john kerry they're putting a brave smile on their faces how disappointed 
judy they must both be i think they were both assets for their father on the campaign trail alexander kerry in 
particular un seemed to be you know really come into her own as an articulate 
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into her own as an articulate spokes person for her father's campaign and wolf if i could just pick up on what 
john was saying i think you know it'll be very interesting to hear what john kerry says whether he talks about 
what we need to keep fighting for as democrats or does he stress uh reconciliation um i think that you know 
is this is is the tone of this speech going to be you know we're all in this we're still in this together and and 
we're not going to give up the fight or is it going to be now is the time for healing to raise a heinz kerry uh 
walking into faneuil hall uh with uh a round of applause her friends her supporters her family there as well her 
son right next to her uh this is a moment where the carries and the edwards i don't haven't seen the edwards 
side of this family have you seen them yet jeff on these pictures no uh i haven't i just want to point out that 
there might be talk of reconciliation and we're all in this together but very soon it appears that the president 
united states will have his first chance to name a supreme court justice chief justice rehnquist appears to be 
seriously if not gravely ill that fight has been in rehearsal for four years in washington with liberal interest 
groups and conservative interest groups kind of practicing their techniques on district and federal court 
nominees this president has not had a chance to appoint one justice because there hasn't been a vacancy 
and again at the risk of making a prediction which i can't stand that battle over supreme court nominee with a 
more republican senate is going to be a barn burner all right Kerry has been introduced now he's walking in 
senator kerry is going to get a strong strong round of applause here he is john kerry and john edwards john 
edwards walking up first john kerry following they're going to be speaking we don't know how long how short 
what they'll say i assume john edwards will speak first introduce john kerry but then again we don't know we 
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kerry but then again we don't know we haven't been told but that's what the assumption is edward speaks 
first kerry speaks second and then we'll listen and we'll wait and we'll see this is a difficult moment for any 
politicians am i right judy and jeff john if you could help me this is only the second uh political contest that 
john kerry has lost that's right that's right early in his career he lost the race race for congress then he 
elected governor and one thing that's very difficult for these people to do is not to give their campaign 
speeches they've given them 500 times it's in their blood at this point the tapes in their head all right let's 
listen to john edwards speak first and he'll be followed by john uh john kerry these uh this team has been 
together now for some time they worked extremely hard up till the last moment doing as best as they could 
they had millions and millions of dollars in support thousands hundreds of thousands millions of volunteers 
they had what so many democratic politicians and strategists thought were so many issues running in their 
favor whether it was the economy which had faltered the war in iraq but not to be but you know their hearts 
are breaking thank you thank you well it was a long night and a long morning and even though the outcome 
won't change i want you to know that we will continue to fight for every vote because every vote matters in 
our america and we will honor each one of you who stood with us and who stood in line to change your 
country we believe in you we didn't start fighting for you when this campaign began and we won't stop 
fighting for you when this campaign ends 
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your calls will always be our cause and nothing makes john and me prouder than standing with all of you in 
this hour i'm held up by the love of my life elizabeth and by our beautiful children and and i draw great 
strength by standing with the man i fought alongside with the last four months his beautiful wife teresa and 


his wonderful daughters and sons john kerry is a great american so to be a part of the most important 
election of our lifetime and to fight for so many things of value and consequence it was nothing short of an 
honor to work with such a kind caring and remarkable man you cannot fight 18 hours a day seven days a 
week unless you love america and john loves this country 
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in this campaign we worked hard and we hope that the results would be different and i want to talk to the 
tens of millions of people who worked alongside us who believed in our cause and who stood with us you 
can be disappointed but you cannot walk away this fight has just begun together we will carry on and we will 
be with you every step of the way you stood in line for 10 hours because you want your government to stand 
up for you you stood in the rain to vote because you want to build one america you missed classes field 
hockey soccer practices you stood for hours and hours to let your voices be heard well we heard you and i 
want you to hear me this campaign may end today but the battle for you and the hard-working americans 
who built this country rages on the battle rages for the factory worker in the mill worker who says i want to 
work i just want a job the battle rage is on for the mother who sits in the emergency room with a room with 
her daughter and wonders how she's going to pay the bill the battle rage is on for the young person who's 
worked hard and wants to go to college but doesn't have the money to pay for it it goes on for the young child 
who doesn't understand why they're treated differently just because of the color of their skin and it rages on 
for the mother who wants to know why her son was sent over there and will not come home this fight will 
continue in our homes and in our union halls in our churches and in our schools in our offices and over the 
internet we will keep marching toward that one america and we're not going to stop until we get 
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there you know i've learned a lot of lessons in my life two of the most important of the first there will always 
be heartache and struggle you can't make it go away but the other is that people of good and strong will can 
make a difference and we can make a difference rest assured we will make a difference one lesson is a sad 
lesson but the other lesson is inspiring and we are americans and so we choose to be inspired we choose to 
be inspired because we know we can do better because this is america where everything is still possible and 
at the end of our heart act ache today resides an eternal hope for the country we're going to fight for and the 
country we're going to build together ladies and gentlemen the man who never surrendered his hopes and 
dreams for the country he loves so much senator john kerry thank you thank you so much thank you 
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mr thank you so much you you just have no idea how warming and how generous that welcome is your love 
is your affection and i'm gratified by it i'm sorry that we got here a little bit late and a little bit short earlier 
today i spoke to president bush and i offered him and laura our congratulations on their victory we had a 
good conversation and we talked about the danger of division in our country and the need the desperate 
need for unity for finding the common ground coming together today i hope that we can begin the healing in 
america in america it is vital that every vote count and that every vote be counted but the outcome should be 
decided by voters not a protracted legal process i would not give up this fight if there was a chance that we 
would prevail but it is now clear that even when all the provisional ballots are counted which they will be 
there won't be enough outstanding votes for us to be able to win ohio and therefore we cannot win this 
election my friends it was here that we began our campaign for the presidency and all we had was hope and 
a vision for a better america it was a privilege and a gift to spend two years traveling this country coming to 
know so many of you i wish 
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coming to know so many of you i wish that i could just wrap you up in my arms and embrace each and every 
one of you individually all across this nation i thank you from the bottom of my heart thank you thank you 
man and i assure you you watch i'll still love yours so i will always be particularly grateful to the colleague 


that you just heard from who became my partner uh my very close friend an extraordinary leader john 
edwards and i thank him for everything he did john john and i would be the first to tell you that we owe so 
much to our families they're here with us today they were with us every single step of the way they sustained 
us they went out on their own and they multiplied our campaign all across this country no one did this 
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all across this country no one did this more with grace and with courage and candor that i love than my wife 
teresa and i thank you and our children were there every single step of the way uh it was unbelievable 
vanessa alex chris andre and john from my family and elizabeth edwards who is so remarkable and so 
strong and so smart and johnny and kate who went out there on her own just like my daughters did and also 
emma claire and jack who were up beyond their bedtime last night like a lot of us i want to thank my 
crewmates and my friends from 35 years ago that great band of brothers who crisscrossed this country on 
my behalf through 2004. they had the courage to speak the truth back then and they spoke it again this year 
and for that i will forever be grateful 
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for that i will forever be grateful and thanks also as i look around here to friends and family of a lifetime some 
from college friends made all across the years and then all across the miles of this campaign you are so 
special you brought the gift of your passion for our country and the possibilities of change and that will stay 
with us and with this country forever thanks to democrats and republicans and independents who stood with 
us and everyone who voted no matter who their candidate was and thanks to my absolutely unbelievable 
dedicated staff led by a wonderful campaign manager mary beth cahill who did an external job so there's so 
much written about campaigns and there's so much that americans never get to see i wish they could all 
spend a day on a campaign and see how hard these folks work to make america better it is its own 
unbelievable contribution to our democracy and it's a gift to everybody but especially to me and i'm grateful 
to each and every one of you and i thank your families and i thank you for the sacrifices you've made and to 
all the volunteers all across this country who gave so much of themselves you know thanks to william field a 
six-year-old who collected 680 dollars a quarter and a dollar at a time selling bracelets during the summer to 
help change america thanks to 
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thanks to michael benson from florida who i spied in a rope line holding a container of money and it turned 
out he'd raided his piggy bank and wanted to contribute and thanks to alana wechsler 11 years old who 
started kids for carry all across our country i think of the brigades of students and people young and old who 
took time to travel time off from work their own vacation time to work in states far and wide they braved the 
hot days of summer and the cold days of the fall and the winter to knock on doors because they were 
determined to open the doors of opportunity to all americans they worked their hearts out and i wish you 
don't know how much that i could have brought this race home for you for them and i say to them now don't 
lose faith what you did made a difference and building on itself building on itself we go on to make a 
difference another day i promise you that time will come the time will come the election will come when your 
work and your balance will change the world and it's worth fighting for i want to especially say to the 
american people in this journey you have given me the honor and the gift of listening and learning from you i 
have visited your homes i've visited your churches i've visited your community halls i've heard 
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community halls i've heard your stories i know your struggles i know your hopes they are part of me now and 
i will never forget you and i'll never stop fighting for you you you may not understand completely in what 
ways but it is true when i say to you that you have taught me and you've tested me and you've lifted me up 
and you've made me stronger i did my best to express my vision and my hopes for america we worked hard 
and we fought hard and i wish that things had turned out a little differently but in an american election there 


are no losers because whether or not our candidates are successful the next morning we all wake up as 
americans and that that is the greatest privilege and the most remarkable good fortune that can come to us 
on earth with that gift also comes obligation we are required now to work together for the good of our country 
in the days ahead we must find common cause we must join in common effort without remorse or 
recrimination without anger or rancor america is in need of unity and 


00:42:01 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=rVk38s YJ3Pso&t=2521s 





america is in need of unity and longing for a larger measure of compassion i hope president bush will 
advance those values in the coming years i pledge to do my part to try to bridge the partisan divide i know 
this is a difficult time for my supporters but i ask them all of you to join me in doing that now more than ever 
with our soldiers in harm's way we must stand together and succeed in iraq and win the war on terror i will 
also do everything in my power to ensure that my party a proud democratic party stands true to our best 
hopes and ideals i believe that what we started in this campaign will not end here and i know our fight goes 
on to put america back to work and to make our economy a great engine of job growth our fight goes on to 
make affordable health care a accessible right for all americans not a privilege our fight goes on to protect 
the environment to achieve equality to push the frontiers of science and discovery and to restore america's 
reputation in the world i believe that all of this will happen and sooner than we may think because we're 
america and america always moves forward i've been honored to represent the citizens of this 
commonwealth for the united in the united states senate now for 20 years and i pledge to them that in the 
years ahead i'm going to fight on 


00:44:01 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=rVk38s YJ3Pso&t=2641s 





ahead i'm going to fight on for the people and for the principles that i've learned and lived with here in 
massachusetts i'm proud of what we stood for in this campaign and of what we accomplished when we 
began no one thought it was possible to even make this a close race but we stood for real change change 
that would make a real difference in the life of our nation the lives of our families and we defined that choice 
to america i'll never forget the wonderful people who came to our rallies who stood in our rope lines who put 
their hopes in our hands who invested in each and every one of us i saw in them the truth that america is not 
only great but it is good so here so with a grateful heart i leave this campaign with a prayer that has even 
greater meaning to me now that i've come to Know our vast country so much better thanks to all of you and 
what a privilege it has been to do so and that prayer is very simple god bless america thank you thank you 
his voice horus clearly choking up john kerry concedes defeat says he hopes that today the united states can 
begin the process of healing we cannot win this election john kerry says we'll continue to watch these 
pictures live pictures from faneuil hall jeff greenfield in contrast to what john kerry said john edwards said 
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john kerry said john edwards said at one point the fight has just begun we will continue to fight for every vote 
i heard two very different themes coming through these speeches by john edwards and john kerry well john 
kerry actually echoing ted kennedy's sort of concession speech in 1980 the democratic convention the 
famous speech about the dream will never die uh he said our fight goes on and then he had the laundry list 
affordable health care but he also struck the note that i think everyone wanted him to strike i want to i want to 
see the president succeed we have a tough fight in the war on terror we have a tough fight in iraq we don't 
need recriminations um i realize that it may be spoiling the moment but i suspect as i said a moment ago that 
the minute george uh george was sentences if there is one a supreme court nomination up that fight will not 
only not die it will start in reheated form maybe john edwards will be right when he says the fight has just 
begun referring to among other fights judy uh give us your thoughts on what we just saw well i do i hate to be 
cynical but you know we've heard them say before you know the country's divided uh john kerry just said 
america is in need of unity but i think it was a genuine expression at this moment clearly he is feeling the 
worst sort of disappointment and he did reach out he did reach out to the president i think he made a very 
gracious statement he certainly thanked the people who have given their all to him for the months to come 


and i think what he said is a message that is gonna you know it it it has a a feel to it that is gonna i think 
make democrats feel better about this loss if such a thing is possible because he said he said i pledged to do 
my part to bridge the partisan divide and uh now more than ever he said we've got troops in iraq we must win 
the war on terror and so on and so on so i think this is a this is the beginning of at least an effort to bring the 
country together but a lot of hard work lies ahead theresa heinz gary john uh kerry uh walking away together 
with 
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uh kerry uh walking away together with uh elizabeth edwards and john edwards you want to make another 
point jeff yes uh impolite as it may be just once i want to hear a defeated candidate give the concession 
speech that an old friend of mine dick tuck who you remember the great practical joker gave he ran for state 
senate 30 some years ago lost he got up and he said the people have spoken the bastards uh there has to 
be a feeling among these people that at some level they it's a it's a wound and as somebody who used to 
work in politics i know what it feels like to be in a campaign that loses you feel your friends avoid you as 
though you had a communicable disease for a while losing is a is one of the really worst things you can do in 
politics and for people who poured two years of their life into this who've worked 20-hour days eating bad 
food slept in bad hotels shaking hands with people they wouldn't want to shake hands with listen to irrational 
people sometimes and at the same time had enormously uplifting experiences on the campaign it's an 
amazing experience that that that takes you to the best and worst of the country and people and then to lose 
it is an open wound that does not heal very easily but i think today there is more sadness than there is anger 
wolf i think uh the anger will come the recriminations will come but they're just feeling pretty hollow and pretty 
empty and pretty sad about the whole thing because as jeff said they've and we've watched them they have 
given their all these young people the older people across the board these families uh i think john kerry put it 
put it very well when he uh you know he talked about what this campaign had meant to him and i think i think 
you know it sounded to me genuine when he said i've listened to you i've learned about this country and he 
said it's been a privilege to run for president and i think he really means that john king is at the white house 
we'll continue to show our viewers these pictures from inside faneuil hall john but i'm anxious to hear what 
your what your thoughts are well talking to some of my colleagues here as we listen to senator kerry much 
like al gore four years ago perhaps the most human we have seen him was in 
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the most human we have seen him was in his concession speech a graceful message from senator kerry a 
very welcome message here at the bush white house a message they say echoes what senator kerry said in 
his brief phone conversation with the president earlier today and mr bush will pivot from this and in his 
remarks due up in the next hour about 35 minutes from now he will very much as senator kerry says commit 
to reaching out and unifying the country so the the message today will be unity as jeff's noting the supreme 
court is one possibility healthcare and social security another taxes yet another the confrontation will come 
when you have a state of the union a new budget and mr bush gets about trying to govern in a second term 
the atmosphere though on this day is much better and in talking to some democrats around the country this 
morning i would make this point four years ago they felt robbed they thought they were cheated in florida 
they thought their votes were denied in many places this morning they feel beat they're sad about that but it 
is very different to be beaten than to be robbed that is the psychological difference if you will in the 
democratic party on this day and as much as so many democrats would probably like to have challenged the 
votes in ohio the john kerry making the decision there's no hope absolutely no hope he said we cannot win 
this election as a result no challenge will go forward they will count those provisional ballots in ohio but it's 
probably it's it's almost certainly not going to change the difference before we go to candy crowley i want to 
put up on the screen now that john kerry has conceded in ohio cnn was waiting for that we'll make it official 
no great surprise those 20 ohio electoral votes will go to john kerry uh here's the the the general vote the 
overall vote 51 for bush 49 percent for carry uh with almost all the votes in the country and you see ohio now 


become a red state 20 electoral votes that brings it up to 274 for bush 270 needed to be elected president 
united states 252 ford carry iowa with its seven electoral votes new mexico with its five electoral votes still uh 
some doubt as to where it stands the secretaries of state and that's those two states say they're continuing 
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those two states say they're continuing to count we'll see what happens but right now it really won't make any 
difference in the all-important electoral college 272 that's over the top for john kerry he gets uh to be elected 
uh john kerry over the top for president bush he gets to be re-elected uh and that's where it stands and that's 
where it will stand catty crowley you watched this you covered john kerry for a long time what did you think i 
thought we saw a bad cop good cop presentation very interesting to me john edwards of course who is 
without a job at this point having quit his senate seat after one term almost like a a trial lawyer on appeal 
here we'll keep fighting we'll keep doing this whereas obviously with john kerry you've got a a much more 
conciliatory we've got to come together speaking directly to his voters telling them first i couldn't win this 
which i thought was key already you can tell on by your email people saying you know did you check into this 
fraud did you check into that fraud and here is john kerry saying we couldn't have won the votes weren't 
there so i think that was very key to calm down the residue of 2 000. secondly just on a personal note this is 
uh only two times have i really seen john kerry get emotional one of them was here today as he was thanking 
his staff when you look out and you see all these people that you've seen for two years who you know 
carried your coat who uh you know brought the crowds in who put up the signs who put up the posters 
obviously he was choking up there only other time i heard him like that was the day that christopher reeve 
died and he gave a speech out in new mexico i think it was and that also a very tough time and and part of 
the wrap on john kerry has been that you never knew where his soul was that he was such a politician uh 
that you never could get to him and i'm i'm struck by the fact i've seen a lot of concession speeches in my 
time and from al gore uh to bush 41 even to bob dole and now to john kerry suddenly when they have to stop 
being 
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suddenly when they have to stop being anything for anybody you get to see a little bit of who they are and i 
think we saw that emotional side of john kerry that they've been trying so hard to put out there the one that 
said i wish to all my supporters out there i could put my arms around you that's such an uncarious statement 
i can't tell you um and yet it came with feelings so i think in losing sometimes we actually get to find out who 
that person is and i think we saw a little bit of john kerry today we saw that choked up john kerry he was 
choking back tears on a couple occasions he was fighting it uh totally understandable if he wanted to let go 
everybody would have understood this is a sad moment in his political life in his life would have been 
understandable candy i'll get back to you dana bash was watching all of this in washington over at the 
reagan center where president bush is getting ready to address his crowd his victory speech scheduled for 
about a half an hour or so from now down what was it like in that room where you were well if it was really 
interesting the uh carrie speech was up here on the big uh the big screen and every all of the republicans 
here uh probably more than a thousand maybe two thousand who are gathered here at the reagan building 
we're very quietly watching giving some respectful applause to senator kerry it was really really very quiet 
you can hear the music blasting behind me now it was nothing like that during senator kerry's speech you 
saw some people just sort of waving small american flags as they were watching as soon as senator kerry 
was over uh you see the big flags behind me on the stage without missing a beat as soon as he was over the 
folks who were the advanced folks came out they put the flags up they took the velvet off the podium to get 
ready for the president who was going to be here in about an hour and wolf it's interesting to note talking to 
one of the president's top political aides this morning even in the early morning hours after some of the 
president's aides maybe got a couple of minutes of sleep they were still planning to have the president speak 
even if senator kerry didn't concede uh that was still their plan but at a certain point they realized as the aides 
said they didn't want to get in his face uh and then 
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get in his face uh and then shortly thereafter it sort of became moot because they got word from senator 
kerry's folks that they were going to get a call from the senator actually conceding so it just sort of shows 
even up until this morning it was really unclear how this was going to play out and whether the president was 
going to have to come out without hearing from senator kerry first dana would you say in about an hour has 
the president's speech been pushed back because we thought it was going to be at the top of the hour at 3 
p.m eastern forgive me i must have misspoken he is still planning on coming here at 3 p.m eastern which 
you're right is in about a half an hour from now dana bash over there at the reagan center we're going to take 
a quick break but give us one final thought jeff before we move on you know i i can't help but think that there 
are any number of democrats out there every time people talk about the graceful concession speech and 
how we didn't get a human side until i'm thinking just once i'd like to see them give the human side during a 
campaign so that we could hear a graceful victory speech bill schneider has been watching this as well bill 
give us your thoughts i think john kerry sounded an important theme which he probably should have sounded 
more during the campaign that is i want to reach across the partisan divide george bush got elected in 2000 
on a promise to be a uniter not a divider and a lot of people expected him to be that kind of president but he 
turned out to be a president who left the country who even now more divided than ever i think what 
americans were longing for in this campaign was someone who could unite the country i'm not sure they saw 
it in john kerry john kerry just made the pledge that he's going to try to do it now but frankly much depends on 
president bush and how he chooses to govern over the next four years he has been a uniter in the year after 
the terrible attacks of 9 11. the country was united most democrats supported him then iraq came and tore 
the country apart i think it's mostly up to president bush to heal that partisan divide you think the party's going 
to be demoralized the democratic party right now that would be certainly understandable if it happens bill 
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understandable if it happens bill i think they've been demoralized a lot in the past but at this point there's 
something new and different to the democratic party than what i've seen in the past and that's anger 
sometimes even rage right now i agree with john king they feel beaten but i think underneath it all there is a 
seething anger george bush makes them very angry you can tell from the emails you can tell from the 
speeches you can tell from michael moore's film i mean these people are mad and it's going to be some time 
before they calm down and the president is going to have to do his part to reach out to them bill schneider 
thanks very much judy woodruff but it's uh it's as if it's a democratic party without a head because what are 
they going to do with all that anger there's no it seems to me what we saw today starkly underscores the fact 
that there's no clear leader in the democratic party right now john kerry will go on to serve another four years 
apparently fill out his term in the united states senate but uh you know as we've been discussing it would be 
surprising to everyone if he made another run for president there is no clear prominent person out there to 
run uh to to be the titular header or or the the figurative leader of this party so um what do the democrats do 
who do they look to at this point for inspiration to articulate their hopes and dreams we heard a little of john 
kerry there at the end wolf saying you know these are the things we'll fight for and they will live to see it you 
know another day but it seemed pretty vague jeff who's going to lead the democratic party i keep i know that 
you want a name i think i don't i don't have a name because my point is what ideas does this leader whoever 
he or she may be pick up and run with bill clinton had a quiver full of ideas by created by democrats who 
thought that the orthodox liberalism had died ronald reagan picked up supply aside economics moved a once 
isolationist republican party to an assertive internationalism i i really do think ideas drive political movements 
and without ideas a 
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political movements and without ideas a leader is just that but if you don't have an individual individual jeff to 
articulate the hopes and dreams and ideas of that party then what do you have you have ideas waiting for 
that leader i guess what i'm saying is i don't you can't lead a party without both you need both things and 
right now the democratic party unlike the republican party which was remade from the roots up by ronald 
reagan bill clinton came in with a whole new approach it won him two terms and yet when he left it was if he 
had never been the leader of the democratic party they went back to the interest groups the teachers unions 


the public employees unions and what i'm saying is i think this may be a long-term fight within the party to 
figure out what it is you everybody in this room can tell me what's three of us but anybody in this community 
can tell us what the republican party stands for when you ask what the democratic party stands for you i think 
there's a long hesitant pause or there's a rather banal laundry list we stand for affordable health care we fit 
the environment okay they might they might not agree that it's a binomial this is an opinion the democrats are 
gonna have plenty of time right now to try to sort things through for themselves a little uh update to our 
viewers at the top of the hour 3 p.m eastern about 25 minutes or so from now the president will be over at 
the reagan center in washington dc his victory speech we'll all be back to cover that bring that to our viewers 
in the united states and around the world uh much more coverage of this historic day in the united states 
coming up we'll take a quick break when we come back miles o'brien kira phillips we'll pick up our coverage 
we'll be right back 
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END 


